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them to come, had invited them to use his home. He was a New Yorker,
temporarily established in the West to push the Ohio and the Mississippi
Railroad to completion. He was also an ardent supporter of Buchanan.
In his large house, across the street from the Burnet, the four took
quarters. With them were George Butler of the New York Journal of
Commerce, a conservative metropolitan organ, and Daniel E. Sickles,
recently Buchanan's secretary of legation in London.
The Senators unpacked their bags at Barlow's and went to work, en-
couraged by the fact that no one of the three leading competitors had
the two-thirds necessary to secure a nomination. They found it advan-
tageous to quiet some factions and encourage others. In the Northwest
factionalism could be used to cripple Douglas's chances of united sec-
tional support. New York quarrels might be manipulated to destroy
Pierce's hopes.
Bright and Cass were using their influence to keep Indiana and Michi-
gan from the Little Giant. In Ohio, a local fight right at the convention
doors helped Buchanan. Washington McLean of the Cincinnati En-
quirer was for the Pierce and Douglas combination, and McLean's
enemies were contrary-minded. To discredit McLean and to advertise
their strength, his foes organized a series of committees to visit each state
delegation with a demand for Buchanan. Whether or not they conjured
up these tactics without aid from others, the operation made a lot of
noise, and Bright and Slidell welcomed the racket.
The decisive blow was struck by Bright, when it developed that
Douglas's hold on various states was not too firm. Besides his loss of
Michigan through Cass, who laid his failure of renomination in 1852
to Douglas, he had suffered defection in Wisconsin. California was ac-
tually hostile, Iowa was shaky, and Ohio opposed him, though united
on nobody else. Stressing this weakness, Bright cleverly persuaded the
Indiana delegation to vote for Buchanan. Thus in his own section Doug-
las was sure of only Illinois and Missouri.
Elated by the Indiana coup, the Buchanan manipulators began to
work on the remaining Douglas supporters. They used the telling argu-
ment of age. If young, forty-three-year-old Douglas now gracefully
stepped aside for the elder statesman and prevented a lon^y deadlock and
the final nomination of some outsider, he might expect wholehearted